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(6:1 – 16:21)







In the first scene, John 

sees the 144,000 sealed. 

The 144,000 represent 

God’s saints on earth in 

perfect order and ready to 

march. This is the Church 

Militant – ready to carry out 

His orders – the 

proclamation of  the Gospel 

of  Jesus Christ. 



v.1: (of  

destruction) are held back 

while the church on earth has 

time to grow. The four winds 

are, again, references to 

agents of  God’s judgment (cf. 

Jeremiah 49:36). These four 

winds are identified with the 

first four trumpets in 8:6-13. 

Details of  and how this 

identification is made, will be 

covered then. 



The point here is that these 

calamities are held off  

until the church has a 

chance to be established 

When 

these disasters come (8:6 

and following) the imagery 

of  wind is no longer used. 





Vv.2, 3 – “…the seal of  the 
Living God…” “Sealed...on 
their foreheads.” The Greek 
word:  in verse 2 is 

a noun; thus, God’s signet-

ring.  



In verse 3, John uses Aorist 

Subjunctive Active, 1st Person 
Plural verb:  .  

Thus, the sense of  the word is 

that it’s the Holy Trinity (1st

person plural (we)) who is 

doing a simple, deliberative 

act…sealing!

See also Ezekiel 9:3-6.



Vv.4-8 -- The Number of  those 
Sealed: “144,000” -- Some 

groups understand this to be 

taken literally (Millennialists, 

many Baptists and 

Methodists, most “Churches 

of  God” and Pentecostals; 

also many non-Christian 

groups -- Jehovah's Witness, 

and other cults). The question 

is -- can this be taken literally?



Does Scripture give any 

other clues as to who might 

be “Israel” here?

Genesis 22:15-18

-- Who is this a prophecy of? 

(Note: The Living Bible, the RSV, 

and the New English Bible are 

all grossly mistranslated here.)



Romans 9:6-8 -- Who are the 

true descendants of  Abraham, 

according to God’s Word?

Romans 2:28-29 -- What makes 

one a “Jew”?

Matthew 3:8-9 -- What 

information does Jesus add 

here to the identity of  a true 

child of  Abraham?



We arrive at the meaning of  

the 144,000:

All the saved from the Old and 
New Testament Church. Those 
who are sealed for protection 
during the troubles to come are 
all the saved, forgetting none. 
Those who truly are God’s 
children through the Lord Jesus 
need fear nothing, either in these 
woes or the related woes to 
come. This is a great comfort.



v.9 – Here begins the second 

scene and it’s much different 

from the first. The first thing we 

notice as we view this assembly 

before the throne of  God is that 

the multitude was so great that no 

one could count it. This makes it 

clear that the 144,000 as the 

number of  the saved in Christ is a 

symbolic number.



– This is 

the third time that John sees 

figures dressed in white robes: 

(the twenty-four Elders, the 

martyred saints beneath the altar). 

They are clothed in the white 

(holiness and righteousness) robe 

with which the Lamb has clothed 

them (another sign that the saints 

are saved by faith in Jesus, not by 

their (our) works). 



(perfect/active  

participle) -- these who were 

persecuted on Earth now stand, 

erect and confident, before the 

throne of  God. They have taken 

Christ’s victory in the world and 

His holiness (which was given to 

them as a gift).  This is what allows 

them to stand before their 

Heavenly Father. 



“ -- Further 

stresses that this is a time of  

festive joy. In OT times, it was 

specified that palm branches be 

used in connection with the Feast 

of  Tabernacles, an end of  the year 

harvest celebration in Israel, 

which also looked ahead to the 

time when the Christ would reap 

the redeemed unto Himself  in 

heaven. 



v.10 -- In 5:13 it was the living 

creatures and the elders who 

sang. Here the songs of  praise are 

begun by all the redeemed (stanza 

three of  the Great Te Deum). 

Notice, their singing was 

enthusiastic (loud voice). 



-- They are filled with 

joy as no human before has ever 

known! This salvation is found only 

in the Lamb, which has been 

provided by our heavenly Father.

It is a cruel fiction that there are 

many paths to God. There is no 

other Name given among men 

whereby we must be saved, Acts 

4:12. 



Vv.11, 12 -- Now the angels, the 

elders, the four creatures all 

add their voices to the saints in 

what surely must be an even 

more glorious sound than the 

great praise in chapter 5. Keep 

in mind that this is John’s future, 

and our future as well -- we too 

shall be among that throng! 

What encouragement and 

comfort! 



Vv.13, 14 -- One of  the elders 

now questions John on two 

points: 1) who are these? And 2)

where did they come from? 

These are two very specific 

questions, and John has enough 

wisdom to keep his mouth shut 

when he doesn't know the 

answer, a lesson which many 

theologians need to learn!










